
Summary of Initial Input from North Park Community Plan Update Advisory Committee 

Meeting #1 Regarding the Open Space, Parks & Recreation,  

and Community Facilities Elements 

(November 18, 2009) 

 

 

PARKS AND RECREATION 

1. Encourage joint-use agreements (with schools/other agencies). 

2. Support dog parks.  Consider two separate parks: one for small dogs and one for big dogs. 

3. In Germany, there is a lot of density, but small community gardens are within walking distance.  
Residents rent them from the city so that they can live within walking distance of a garden. 

4. Make improvements, maintenance, and investments in what we already have such as the North 
Park Community Center. 

5. Care for our canyons: keep them fire safe and as native as possible; integrate into 
neighborhoods; provide upkeep (e.g. 32nd Street canyon is gorgeous but not cared for). 

6. We are talking about “greening” our community.  Should there be a separate element or should 
concepts be in every section? 

7. Need to define the aspects of a park that are important to our community. 

8. Need for resources to protect canyons, as well as more parks. 

9. Focus on the park design such as enforcement of neighborhood safety. 

10. Kenmore Terrace Park is a great little park in Normal Heights (east of 805 and north of Adams).  
Similar concept: take 2 lots and put in pocket parks, trees, wood chips, a light, and a path.  This 
would help with the poor planning of the 60s (multi-family blocks). 

11. Encourage use of native plants within parks and for places in need of re-vegetation. 

12. Support community gardens. 

13. Encourage “green infrastructure” such as parks, open space and street trees to provide 
continuity and character. 

14. Define the park and recreation features that we all agree can be located on privately owned 

land versus publicly owned land.  What’s appropriate if something is going to be a private use on 

public land?  Consider community gardens on public land a private use and a big issue that we 

need to think carefully about as publicly owned land is very limited. 

15. McKinley is the only school currently without joint-use.  All the other schools have joint-use. 

16. Walkability, pedestrian access and bicycle access improves urban recreation and should be 
included in the issue/discussion of parks and open space. 

17. Consider shrine to Ted Williams on Idaho Street at the site where he played during elementary 
school, or as part of a civic use complex.  We need to look at what areas can have more active 
play, programmed activities and new recreational facilities. 

18. We need a public skate park.  There is a facility on public land, but leased to private entities. We 
asked to be informed before the lease was renegotiated, but they didn’t tell us. 

19. Programming, personnel and maintenance needs to be factored in. 

20. More than just skate parks, we need more active recreation for older teenagers and young 
adults (e.g. BMX tracks, soccer fields, ballparks, paintball parks, etc.) So many people want to 
play ball here at our parks that they take over spaces that aren’t intended for large groups. 

 



 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES ELEMENT 

1. Underground all utility boxes. 

2. Revisit prioritization of undergrounding. 

3. Seems that Mission Hills was undergrounded first 

4. Public education facilities are unfortunately a reason people leave the community.  We need to 
improve our public education facilities.  Encourage public education facilities to participate in 
this community process.  Use joint-use agreements. 

5. Keep a high priority on parks. 

6. Need a strong statement for what equivalencies can be used for as parks and recreation (e.g. no 
counting a project’s fire lane as a jogging trail). 

7. Increase library hours. 

8. Need for a decent public meeting venue. 

9. North Park needs a flagship library especially as a strategy of smart growth. 

10. University Heights library is actually in the North Park Community Plan and should be placed 
back with Uptown. 

11. Consider an area of the community to focus the location of public facilities such as a library, post 
office, TOD-like amenities, etc. 

12. Some community facilities such as the county probation office are detrimental to the 
commercial district.  

13. Reinforce civic mall idea and incorporate a flagship library. 

14. Need for pocket parks especially where there is low-income housing. 

15. Library needs more high-tech equipment and solutions -- there are long lines to use the 

computers. 

16. All public facilities should be subject to an aesthetic design review process. 

17. Need improvements to parks such as restrooms which are lacking at Trolley Barn Park and at the 
east end of Balboa Park. 

18. Consider downtown Minneapolis -- nobody lives more than 5 blocks from a park. 

 

 


